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'GURNET POINT LIGHTHOUSE

Gurnet
Light.
move
stalled
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T ePetrtot Ledger e

meou'ra —.,a'rha,,Coast
. Guard s plan to- move -Gurnet; Light
e{eefmm an ‘erodin, f seaside ¢ iff
: n stalled by reg dents who say.
‘ lt would -ruin_ the " ndighbo.
;th 'vo trlod'lo wpxomww

0 ne ar?’ '
5 H% f Med
move thebea ba about 200
would dnme&e ul'het‘?oiﬁt’ 8 701
"’ and jeopardize its ecosyytera. -
’ ere’s 1o way they ¢ould | ’t all
 that “equipment’ ‘out. heret-
Widﬁhing the roads,” said * ﬂg
A Belmopt residont"

- OWHS @ Bufimer! hombI next: “to* the
* lighthouse," {!It5: wOuld\‘deétroy ‘ithd
~ neighborhdod.” - )
Cardinale sdid he'was' §

. concerned rabout" ‘roadsidecmatshel

‘glg:s tht?r per:lirl;)sul%, wh:’ch jute ntd

. outh and Duxbury’

""" Gurnet. Light,  the old MWO«%}
lighthouss in'thé country, 15 about.
feet away from the édge of a'45-fod
‘coastal ‘bluff.’ ‘Wind 'and raih
_eroding the cliff several- feet evei
* year. Th& Cf;xl;‘t tl?mrd hes gtopo
mo e li ouse T

vmg roject wee*echedulédfto ’&6
out to td last'weelk; atid ithe move

- was supposed $0.bo completed beforé
winter, sald Lt John'Lang; o spokw
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‘enginee! un; ut ewpro
was ‘put; =on“hold‘aiﬁe,h,reerdent6

“,protestedthepro 4t

; t,ion commission 0rm(m

" The coneervetnonp\,yopamieeio
must approve the move because

" lighthouse‘is within®100 feet- of

- ghoreline; a protected ‘arga uinder

- state' Wetlands Protection Act.i- "

. The neighbors say'they just wan
th: Coast’ Guard to, conqidmotbgi
soptions. , . -

*“They' heven't gotr any)plentfot.
- stopping ‘the i erosion;” sdid ‘Eldine.

. Nudd, who has lived ou the. Guinet '

yeal'-round for 18 years. “If we just
get together and talk, maybe we can
eome up with a plen that'e better

no.

» Onrd lo narood there' s room for
¥ They

hey came up with a drastic
proposal without- any input from'
the neighbors,” Cardinale said..
“The li&thouee would literelly be
in my front yard.”
#*'Both partree will return to the
‘conservation commission Monday
Yo try to resolve their differences. -
%.. Conservation commission Chair--
‘man Michael Mason said he wasn't
sure what the board would decide.’
‘He said a vote could not be delayed
further without the Coest Guerd’
consent. o
" Mason said the. proposal could
be denied only because of environ-
mentel impacts, not for aeethetic

Lang said Coast Guard officials
hedn't anticipated resistance from
neighbors, but he indictated that
the'Coast Guard might be willing
to compromise..

““The hope is that we get the

E proval this Monday,” ho said,
ut that doesn't mean we're going’
}:l lreeceeeanly force the issue this
Ne:ghbore have suxxeewd reveg- .
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Gumet l.loht.tlwoldeétwcoden lighthouse

etating the bluff to alow the erosion.

R “.Tl::ﬁ‘;shbuld be concerned with
preserving the cliff,” Cardinale sai-

~d, “It would be a lot cheaper thnn

* what they’re proposing.”

‘The ‘cost of. moving

because the bid_procm hns been

- delayed, Lang said.

He would not comment on the

. alternatives neighbors have pro-
posed and said the Coast Guard -

. would not make any decisions until -

" after Monday's meeting.
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+ Tho lighthouso was bullt in 1843
within Fort Andrew, a garrison that

- was used by Colonial troops during
- 'the Revolutionary War.

It re-

: placedtwm lighthduses that were

, the light-’
. ‘house has not beer 'determined,

S

destroyed by fire in 1801. The

foundation of one of the original

'lighthouses is still there. ‘
Opponents of the project also are

. concerned that the Coast Guard

proposal would block the entrance
to the fort. Some have suggested
moving the lighthouse to the old

- foundation, about 30 feet inland.

“If they were to move it back 30

feet it could probably last another

100 years,” Cardinale said.

‘At least. one . Gurnet ‘resident,
-however; supports the Coast

Gunrd's proposal, ‘

*] fool they should do what thoy
think is best for the lighthouse,”
said Martha Keenan, who has lived
across the road from Gurnet Light

inthe country, is about 50 feetaway from the edge of ads-;oot clift..
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Nudd is also worried about delay-
ing the move too long. - &,! 7"} %

“] just don’t want:(the ‘neighi:&‘r_’%

"hood) to object to the point that we

lose the lighthouse
she said. B S

"If the conservation’ commission
approves the plan next week, there

ot the U

I
P S

- gtill would be enough time to finish

the job this fall. Even so, Lang said,

-the move may'be delayed uhtil '*thg_‘.

gpring, . ° Ve !"3\';)‘;‘1' e %,
' The 43-foot-tall beacon probably,
fsn't in immediate danger, he said, .

“We'vo Pmbnbly ot two or theee
years until it reaches the critieal
point,” he said. “But it's tough to
tell what a big nor’easter would do.”
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